
Lighthouses of Portugal
History and Heritage

The words “enchantment” and “fascination”
convey just some of our sensations before the
presence and structure of a lighthouse, especially
as we view its beam of light slicing through the
dark night, indicating the way to sailors.
For centuries, lighthouses have opened the
path towards scientific and technological
adventure - creating terrestrial landmarks that
provide vital nautical assistance to sailors.
This age-old adventure interlinks and connects
different areas of human knowledge and
engineering and represents a notable historical
and patrimonial heritage, spanning architecture
to engineering, mechanical arts to optics, nautical
assistance to naval communications, without
overlooking the essential role that lighthouses
have played in the epic adventure of maritime
trade and shipping that has underpinned the wealth
of nations and the pillars of the world economy
over different epochs.
Lighthouses first began to be installed along
the Portuguese coast from the 16th century
onwards, commencing with a group of 3
lighthouses. By 1750 there were 5; 13 by 1850;
and nearly 50 by 1927 (on the Portuguese
mainland and islands) - close to the current number.
Overall, these buildings have great historical,
patrimonial and symbolic value, intermingling
the memory of the past with state-of-the-art
technology, which it is important to safeguard
and display to the general public.
The Santa Marta Lighthouse Museum is an initiative
framed within this objective: in a locale that unites
living experiences from the past and present,
a space for revelation and divulgation of the
multi-faceted universe of Portuguese lighthouses.

Santa Marta
Lighthouse

Museum

Santa Marta
Lighthouse Museum

Rua do Farol
2750-341 Cascais
Portugal
tel.
(351) 214 815 328
fax
(351) 214 815 399

> Opening Hours

Tuesday to Sunday:

Winter
OCT 01 to APR 30
From 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Summer
MAY 01 to 30 SEPT
From 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.

> Services
Reception/Shop
Internet Access
Cafetaria

> How to get there
By car
Park next to
Cascais Citadel.

By train
Exit from Cascais
Station and walk or take
a busCas.

By bus
busCas (Cascais urban
collective transport
service running every
10 minutes).

Section of the Cascais Coast
Representing Santa Marta

Lighthouse and adjacent
buildings.
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Universal Beacon,
4th order

Dioptric lenses, rotational,
with clockwork mechanism

1883
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SANTA MARTA
FORT AND LIGHTHOUSE

THE PROFESSION OF THE
LIGHTHOUSE KEEPER

This unit intersects two
topics - the memory and heritage
of Santa Marta Lighthouse and
Museum (17th to 21st centuries)
recreated via a 3-D animation film
together with the profession of the
lighthouse keeper, illustrated via a
collection of items that highlight
various aspects of his activity,
ranging from optical devices to
communications equipment, from
workshop instruments to
meteorological instruments.

Advertisement for the film,
“Os Faroleiros”

(“The Lighthouse Keepers”)
Raul de Caldevilla, Caldevilla Film

 1922

The Museum

Santa Marta: fort, lighthouse, museum.
Three moments from history, three spaces
united in a single site.  An ongoing function
- that of the lighthouse - complemented
by a new activity - that of the museum.
A lighthouse museum that begins in
the tower and extends across three
autonomous spaces, offering complementary
content, against the background of five
centuries in the life of Portuguese
lighthouses and a unique historic
and heritage value.

MUSEUM UNIT
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In the 1650s, a small fort was erected on a rocky
outcrop perched over the sea, next to the heritage
of Santa Marta, that formed part of Cascais’
maritime defences until the 19th century.
In 1762-3, the fort was modernized, acquiring
the layout that it still partly conserves today.
Santa Marta Lighthouse began to operate in 1868,
when the Fort was stripped of its military status.
It was further transformed in 1908, and the tower
was increased by 8 m in height in 1936.
The lighthouse was automated in 1981, thus
dispensing with the need for a continuous presence
of lighthouse keepers.

3
LIGHTHOUSES IN THE ARTS
AND LETTERS

AUDITORIUM

Audiovisual unit, with a small
auditorium, exhibiting a multilingual
documentary, “The Lighthouses of
Portugal - 5 centuries of history”,
that provides a global background
to the topics addressed in the
museum and serves as a
comprehensive instrument covering
the Museum's contents.

Services

Santa Marta Lighthouse
Museum also has two support
buildings for the general public -
- Reception/shop providing
Internet access for viewing
cultural content and a Cafetaria.
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THE HISTORY,
HERITAGE, SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY OF
LIGHTHOUSES

THE LIGHTHOUSES
OF PORTUGAL

This unit focuses on the historical
and scientific trajectory of
Portuguese lighthouses, combining
symbolic items from the respective
technological universe, including a
set of optical devices from the 19th
and 20th centuries, whose
understanding is facilitated by
multimedia interpretation panels.

Museum Unit

Lighthouse lamp with 2 wicks (detail)
Santa Marta Lighthouse
1874

5th order optical device
Directional optics, Catadioptric dioptrics
Setubal Lighthouse
1884

6th Order Supporting Lantern
Catadioptric dioptric lens
1880s-1890s

Lighthouse lamp with 2 wicks
Santa Marta Lighthouse
1874

Santa Marta, Fort and Lighthouse
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